
General status of vegetable 
sector in Turkey 

YŀȊƤƳ !.!Y 

02-04 March 2015 Antalya-Turkey 



TurkeyΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ position  

ÅBetween Asia and Europe 

ÅBetween Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea 

ÅOn the historical Silk Road and the origine of agriculture  

ÅGreat climatic diversity 

ÅRich crop diversity 

ÅRich genetic resource 

 



Some figures of the country 

Å Inhabitants   : 77 millions 

ÅTotal area   : 78 million ha 

ÅCultivated land   : 28 million ha 

ÅPopulation density   : 100 per km2  

ÅPopulation growth rate : 1.5% 



Economic importance of agriculture 

ÅRural inhabitant rate      31% 

ÅAgricultural production value  (billion USD)    62* 

ÅCrop production value  (billion USD)                            38 

ÅShare in Gross Domestic Products       8.3% 

ÅShare in employment        24% 

ÅShare in export       11% 

* Ranked 7th in the World and 1st in Europe  

 



Land use of cultivated crops 
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Shares in production 
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Shares in production values   
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Vegetables in Turkish people diet 
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Vegetable production and productivity 

Years Area  
(103 ha) 

Production 
(million ton) 

Yield  
(ton/ha) 

2000 793 24.7 31.1 

2010 802 25.8 32.1 

2013 808 28.5 35.2 

Last three 803 27.9 34.7 



Place of Turkey in the world 

Å4th in total vegetable production 

Å2nd  in melon, watermelon and cucumber 

Å3rd   in pepper 

Å4th   in green bean, spinach and tomato 

Å5th   in eggplant 

Å6th   in bulb onion  



ÅProduction / Demand ratio   :  %107 

 

ÅConsumption per capita per year   Υ җ нлл ƪƎ  

 

 

ÅLargely sufficient (even excessive) according to FAO 
and WHO standards (65 kg/capita/year) 

 

Sufficiency for domestic demand  



Distribution on crop groups 
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Main crops (103 tons) 
                                                    %   
ÅTomato       11 820          41      
ÅWatermelon        3 887          14 
ÅMelon               1 700           6 
ÅOnion      1 905           7 
ÅCucumber            1 755           6 
ÅPepper           2 155            8  
ÅEggplant                 827           3 
ÅCabbage        635           2 
ÅGreen beans       632           2 
ÅCarrot        570           2 
ÅOthers               1 279           8 
ÅTotal            28 450       100 



Undercover production 
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Covered cultivation 

 
-  53% greenhouses 

Total area 61 000 ha 

 
-  47% plastic tunnnels 

 
Yearly growth is 2% 



Old and new greenhouses 

Adana 

Antalya 



Soiless culture  

Å A total of 1000 ha area (estimated) 

Å Used in big and modern heated greenhouses 

Å Prefered type is substrat culture  

Å Popular substrat are perlite, rockwool and  cocopeat 

ÅMostly used in tomato and pepper crops 

 



Geothermal energy 

Å Total geothermal energy potential  is 3 150 MWt  

Å Sufficient for heating 30 000 ha greenhouse 

Å Total greenhouse area heated by geothermal 150 ha (2%)  

Å Concentrated mostly in Eagean region                  



Use of produced vegetables 
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Farm sizes 

Sizes (ha) % in total number % in total area 

н  җ 33.3 5.6 

2-5 31.4 16.0 

5-10 18.5 20.6 

10-20 10.8 23.8 

20-50 5.8 22.8 

рл Җ 0.5 6.8 



Transformation industry 

Å35% of tomato production (3,7 million tons) is transformed 

Å50% consumed in domestic market and 50% exported 

ÅMost important product is tomato paste (70-80% of total)  

ÅRemaining is diced, whole peeled, sauce, sun dried etc 

ÅEspecially sun dried tomato have a linear increase  

ÅOther types of transformation are canning and deep-freezing 
in different vegetables, pikling especially in gherkin, as well as 
paprika in pepper 

 


